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Social media

Tony Plohetski routinely broke news of national sig-
nificance after the Uvalde mass shooting via social media.
Plohetski first reported a horrific death toll 10 minutes

before Gov. Greg Abbott publicly confirmed it.

< Tweet

Tony Plohetski &
@tplohetski

BREAKING: As many as 14 students are feared dead,
according to preliminary reports provided to top state
officials, as well as the shooter, who is thought to be
18 years old. This is unfolding in Uvalde, Texas.

3. Tony Plohetski €2 @tplohetski - May 24, 2022
BREAKING: Law enforcement sources say they are expecting a significant
death toll from a school shooting in Uvalde, Texas.

2:34 PM - May 24, 2022
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Police actions under scrutiny

Three days after the shooting, Investigative Reporter
Tony Plohetski broke the news on Twitter that authorities
were expanding the shooting investigation to include the law
enforcement response.

His Tweet was widely shared, with more than 9,000
retweets and 50,000 likes.

Later that day, authorities publicly confirmed the expanded
investigation.

< Thread

‘@» Tony Plohetski &

@tplohetski

BREAKING: Authorities now confirm they are
examining the response of police in Uvalde in the
shooting of 19 children amid conflicting witness
statements, including what steps they took to stop the
gunman. Part of the review will include a timeline
based on radio traffic. (1/3)

9:52 AM - May 26, 2022
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Tony Plohetski £ @tplohetski - May 26
‘a Replying to @tplohetski
Officials also are analyzing ballistics to learn who fired and when. Sources
say these types of reviews are standard after major incidents but are
intensified in this case because of discrepancies in statements and gravity
of the matter. Uvalde's chief could not be reached. (2/3)
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Statesman obtains
first Uvalde image

In June, Plohetski obtained the first image from inside Robb
Elementary School. It showed officers with high-powered
weapons and protective gear 19 minutes after the shooting.
Plohetski initially broke the news on Twitter, and we quickly
updated a digital story.
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Documents show new timeline in Uvalde shooting

4:00 PM - Jun 20, 2022

The long journey to obtaining a legal abortion
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the latest i ion indicates officers had more than enough

firepower and protection to take down the gunman long before they finally did.
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Dead suspect loophole

In a viral Twitter thread, Plohetski used his experience
to center issues of a lack of transparency written into
Texas open records laws.

<« Thread

‘a Tony Plohetski &

@tplohetski

B THREAD H : Public release of videos, 911 calls and
other evidence from the Uvalde shooting could
provide the most accurate account of that terrible
day, but there are obstacles that we Texas journalists

often call the "dead suspect loophole" that could get
inthe way. 1/4

1:21PM - Jun 1, 2022
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Tony Plohetski & @tplohetski - Jun 1, 2022
‘?’ Replying to @tplohetski
Under state law, police agencies may hide an investigative file unless a
person is convicted. Over the years, journalists have revealed cases
where — stunningly — families could not learn circumstances of a loved
one dying in police custody because he was never convicted. 2/4

Q 7 11 269 Q 1,316 ihi X

Tony Plohetski & @tplohetski - Jun 1, 2022

‘?’ The law leaves the decision to release to the police. At times, I've been
able to convince them to release information, as was the case in 2020
with reporting Javier Ambler II's death. More often, agencies cite this
provision as a reason to withhold evidence from the public. 3/4
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We do not yet know how police will respond to requests for information
from dozens of media outlets in Texas and nationally seeking information
in Uvalde. We can only hope they will be transparent — and that our
lawmakers will pass legislation that will end this loophole. 4/4

‘?’ Tony Plohetski & @tplohetski - Jun 1, 2022
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National Authority

The Austin American-Statesman became a recognized national
source in the immediate aftermath and months after the shooting.

Between May 24 and July 31, investigative reporter Tony
Plohetski made nearly 50 national network appearances, including
on PBS NewsHour, CNN, MSNBC and NPR.
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NEW TONIGHT

REPORT: DOCUMENTS AND IMAGES REVIEWED BY AUSTIN MEDIA
SHOW OFFICERS IN ROBB ELEMENTARY AS EARLY AS 11:52AM  femrr—
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Tony Plohetski wins August
Sidney for Exposing the Police
Failure to Respond in Uvalde

Investigative Reporter Tony Plohetski received a Sidney
Award for his reporting on the Robb Elementary School video.
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The Sidney Hillman Foundation
Honoring excellence in journalism Hillman Prizes ~ Sidney Awards ~ BarrettAward ~ Stetin Award = Sidney’s
& in service of the common goo

Sidney Awards

August, 2022

Tony Plohetski wins August Sidney for

Winners . R . .
About the Award Exposing the Police Failure to Respond in
Nominations Uvalde

Tony Plohetski of the Austin American-Statesman and KVUE-TV wins the August

Sidney Award for his exclusive report entitled “Watch Uvalde school shooting

video obtained by Statesman showing police response.” See also KVUE nightly

newscast.

On the morning of March 24, a gunman entered a classroom at Robb Elementary

Tony Plohetski
in Uvalde, Texas and started shooting. The shooter would ultimately murder 19
students and 2 teachers before a tactical team finally entered the classroom and
ey [+ < =]
ould release multiple icting accounts in the hours and days
to come.

Drawing on a deep network of sources cultivated over more than 20 years on the
beat, Plohetski was the first to obtain surveillance video showing a 77-minute gap
between the arrival of the police and the killing of the gunman.

‘Three minutes after the shooting started, a small group of officers approached the
classroom but almost immediately retreated. Heavily armed reinforcements began
to arrive. Officers with long guns, ballistic shields, and other tactical gear milled
about in the brightly painted hallway with no clear direction. Even after the
gunman fired off at least four additional shots 45 minutes after the police arrived,
they failed to take action.

“Plohetski’s reporting cut through the
self-serving official accounts and changed the
national conversation about this tragedy.”

Click here to read online
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