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HEADLINERS FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES WINNERS  

OF NEW SHOWCASE AWARD 

FOR HIGH-IMPACT TEXAS JOURNALISM 
 

 AUSTIN, TEXAS (April 29, 2014) —The Headliners Foundation of Texas today 

announced that the Austin American-Statesman’s Andrea Ball is the gold award winner 

of the Foundation’s new Showcase Award for Enterprise and Innovation in Journalism. 

Her watchdog reporting exposed questionable practices in state-run care agencies and 

resulted in investigations, management changes and new safeguards. 

 Ball’s gold award includes a $2,000 prize. The Foundation also announced other 

Showcase award winners: Three silver winners ($1,000 to each) to journalists at The 

Texas Tribune, The Dallas Morning News and KENS 5 – TV in San Antonio and 

honorable mentions to reporters at the San Antonio Express-News and Victoria 

Advocate (see attached Showcase Award Winners list).  

 Earlier in April, the Headliners Foundation of Texas, in partnership with the Texas 

Associated Press Broadcasters and Texas Associated Press Managing Editors 

(newspaper) organizations, announced the winners of its 2013 Charles E. Green Awards. 

The 11 Charles E. Green contest winners selected by nationally-prominent journalists 

serving as judges and 33 division winners selected by the Associated Press judges 

collectively received nearly $30,000 for outstanding work in 2013 by journalists at 

Texas media outlets. To view the list of winners and read their winning entries, go to the 

Foundation’s Awards web page.  

 The Showcase Award for Enterprise and Innovation in Journalism recognizes 

outstanding professional Texas-based news providers—print, broadcast or digital—that 

distribute at least monthly and make a significant impact on government, public policy 

or the conduct of a business, nonprofit or other organization. All professional media 

were eligible to submit entries to the contest, including magazines, web-only publishers 

and even small, specialized news providers. 

http://www.headlinersfoundation.org/
http://headlinersfoundation.org/
http://headlinersfoundation.org/contests/he-charles-e-green-awards-2013-2


The Showcase award judges were John Lumpkin, Director, School of Journalism 

and Strategic Communication, Texas Christian University; Kathryn Jones Malone, 

freelance journalist and instructor in the department of Communication Studies, 

Tarleton State University; and Foundation governors Mark Morrison and Fred Zipp, 

both journalism instructors at University of Texas at Austin. 

 “The Showcase award complements the high-profile Green journalism awards,” 

said Morrison, Headliners Foundation chair. “One of our goals with the Showcase 

awards is to widen the universe of media that compete for our awards. We believe this 

additional investment will reward and encourage high-impact investigative journalism 

that is so essential in our democratic society.”  

“We are delighted to recognize the top broadcast, newspaper and multi-media 

reporters, photographers and designers who were the best of the best in 2013 as Green 

journalism awardees,” said Kelley Shannon, Headliners Foundation Professional 

Excellence Committee chair. “Our foundation was created 30 years ago by members of 

the Headliners Club in Austin to support strong journalism in Texas. Providing these 

prestigious and substantial cash awards is one of the important ways we carry out that 

mission.” 

 “The new Headliners Showcase award comes at an important time for journalism 

in Texas, as legacy media reaches across platforms and new media organizations begin 

to expand audiences. What has been impressive is the serious journalism itself and the 

breadth of the entries. There are no great newspaper wars to fuel the competition; the 

entries demonstrate that compelling journalism is being done in Texas for the best of 

reasons: it’s the right thing to do,” said Lumpkin, who chaired the judge’s panel.  “It is 

an honor to have been a part of the beginning of the Headliners Showcase award 

competition.” 

 The winners of both the Showcase and Green awards will be honored at the 

Foundation’s Mike Quinn Awards Luncheon this fall at the Headliners Club in Austin. 

 The Foundation is currently accepting submissions for the 2014 Showcase Award 

Enterprise and Innovation in Journalism. For more information about the 2013 winning 

submissions and how to submit an entry for consideration for the 2014 Showcase Award 

for Enterprise and Innovation in Journalism, please visit the foundation’s website at 

www.headlinersfoundation.org. 
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ATTACHMENT 

 

SHOWCASE AWARD WINNERS 

 Gold: Andrea Ball's "Statesman Investigates: Quality of State Care" series in the 

Austin American-Statesman uncovered a lack of outside investigations when patients 

died in state care facilities. In the wake of her watchdog coverage, federal authorities 

investigated, a state facility shut down its medical unit and a hospital superintendent 

quit. 

 Silver: The Texas Tribune staff's "Bidness As Usual: Transparency in a Part-Time 

Texas Legislature" project included more than 60 stories and data visualizations, 

putting a spotlight on conflicts of interest and lapses in accountability during the 2013 

Texas legislative session. An interactive tool called “Ethics Explorer” is designed to 

educate citizens on the degree to which legislator’s personal interest conflict with the 

public’s interest when passing bills and setting policy. The coverage led to a number of 

attempts to pass ethics legislation; legislation is expected to be refiled in future sessions. 

 Silver: James Drew and Sue Goetinck Ambrose's "Reforming CPRIT" series was 

published by The Dallas Morning News/A.H. Belo Corp. Following up on their 2012 

coverage, their stories exposed how high-ranking officials of the state’s cancer-research 

agency impaired the agency’s independence by becoming too involved in a $25 million 

grant, its largest. One former official was indicted. The reporters’ work helped lead to 

passage of a new Texas law that addresses potential conflict of interest in grants. 

 Silver: Reporter Dillon Collier's "Fort Sam Police: June Shooting on Post Reveals 

Security Flaws" was produced with a team including photojournalist Michael 

Humphries and producer Michael Vela with San Antonio's KENS – TV. Their 

investigative series helped lead to a shake-up of command staff and new training 

programs for the security staff.  

 Honorable Mention: Karisa King's "Twice Betrayed" project in the San Antonio 

Express-News was the result of her seven-month investigation into dozens of cases of 

http://www.statesman.com/s/news/news/state-hospital/
http://headlinersfoundation.org/showcase/bidness-as-usual-transparency-in-a-part-time-texas-legislature-4
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sexual assaults on recruits by training instructors at the San Antonio-Lackland Air Force 

base. With stories, slideshows, video and inter-actives, King exposed a troubling pattern 

of forced discharges of victims who reported sexual assaults, while alleged offenders 

were protected by commanders. The Air Force has since changed its basic training 

procedures in San Antonio, and the U.S. Congress has considered measures to change 

military prosecutions. 

 Honorable Mention: Caty Hirst, Melissa Crowe. Robert Zavala and Kimiko 

Fieg's "Goliad's $1 Million Mess" dogged reporting shed light on Goliad’s municipal 

development fund for the Victoria Advocate. They uncovered questionable loans that 

were being made by a taxpayer-supported agency with little or no oversight or 

transparency. The Texas Rangers were called in to investigate. 

 

 

 
About The Headliners Foundation of Texas  

Founded in 1983, the Headliners Foundation of Texas is a 501(c)(3) that promotes 
excellence in journalism by providing scholarships to promising communications 
students; recognizing outstanding works of journalism and leaders in the industry; 
and sponsoring special projects that promote journalistic excellence and preserve 
history. 
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