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Sabine Wiegand leans against her abandoned home on 2nd Street in Bayside. Her mother, Patricia Wiegand; daughter; and grandchildren lived there before
Hurricane Harvey tore off the roof and toppled a tree onto it. Sabine now lives in Portland with her daughter and grandchildren. Patricia moved to Kenedy to
live with another daughter indefinitely. With the few amenities the city once had now gone, along with a large chunk of its population, Bayside is struggling
to keep from disappearing. To read more about how residents of small towns like Bayside are coping more than a year after the storm, see YOUR LIFE, Page E1.
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This is the fourth installment in a Victoria Advocate series examining how Hurricane Harvey
exposed the gap between the people who could afford to rebuild – and everyone else.

This project was produced with the support of the USC Center for Health Journalism’s National Fellowship and Report for America, which deploys emerging journalists in local newsrooms
like the Victoria Advocate. The project is available in both English and Spanish through a partnership with Revista de Victoria. VictoriaAdvocate.com/hidden
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WEESATCHE – About 10
years ago, the Borgfelds
put up a string of Christmas
lights during the week of
Thanksgiving and set up a
Nativity scene in their yard.

But what started out as a
string of lights and one illu-
minated Christmas display
has woven into a lighted
masterpiece that encom-
passes the whole front yard
of their home, located off SH
119 South.

“Every year, it gets big-
ger and bigger and bigger,”
said Vickie Borgfeld, 65. “I
couldn’t even tell you how
many lightbulbs are lit up
out there.”

Borgfeld and her husband,
Darvin Borgfeld, enjoy hav-
ing their home and yard
decorated for the holidays.
As someone who grew up
not decorating the outside
of the home for Christ-
mas, Vickie Borgfeld never
thought her home would
one day be so elaborately
decorated, she said.

The idea to start decorat-
ing the home came from
their son, Dr. Nathan Borg-
feld. Their son would trav-
el back to Weesatche for
Thanksgiving, she said, and
during Thanksgiving week

would put up Christmas
lights.

“I told them, ‘Let’s try to
do something,’” Nathan

Borgfeld said. “Back in
the day, Weesatche would

COMMUNITY

Houses get lit for Christmas

KAYLA RENIE/KRENIE@VICAD.COM
Vickie Borgfeld, 65, and her husband, Darvin Borgfeld, 64, pose in
front of their elaborately decorated house in Weesatche.

■ See a map of homes with
extensive Christmas displays,A4

MATTHEW WESTMORELAND/
MWESTMORELAND
@VICAD.COM
Jose Alvarez, 19, a
student at Victoria
West High School,
takes a picture with
Santa Claus at the
Leo J. Welder Center.
Jose is asking Santa
for a TV this year, and
his favorite Christmas
tradition is spending
time with family. He
wants to leave Oreo
cookies out
for Santa.

Senate adjourns with
no end to federal
shutdown in sight

SEE HOMES, A4

More than

in savings
$175IN

SI
DE

BY CIARA MCCARTHY
CMCCARTHY@VICAD.COM

State inspectors said
the jails in Goliad and
Victoria do not meet the
minimum standards for
health and safety.

The Victoria County
jail was issued a “notice
of noncompliance” be-
cause of mold observed
in the facility, accord-
ing to a report from the
Texas Commission on
Jail Standards, the state
body that monitors local

jails. The inspector wrote
that mold was observed
during a previous inspec-
tion in March.

“To date, the mold is-
sues still exist,” the re-
port reads. “The mold
present is a serious
health and safety con-
cern for both the inmates
and the staff.”

Victoria County Judge
Ben Zeller said local of-
ficials were well aware

GOVERNMENT

Victoria, Goliad
jails fail state
health inspections

SEE JAILS, A4
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“

The economies were already somewhat fragile in these
communities. So then Harvey just exacerbates that.”

ROBERT BLASCHKE, Refugio County Judge

“
INEQUALITY

VANISHING

DONATE OR VOLUNTEER
Most charities that are helping residents
rebuild are looking for materials and
money to do so. They are also looking
for volunteers to get the work done –
especially people who are skilled like
carpenters, plumbers and electricians.
■ In Victoria, call the Victoria County
Long-Term Recovery Group at 361-
578-3561 or send donations to P.O.
Box 354, Victoria TX 77902.

■ In Refugio, contact the Refugio County
Volunteer Reception Center at 361-
230-1154 or refugiovolunteers@gmail.
com. You can also contact the Coastal
Bend Disaster Recovery Group, which
is working to help Refugio in addition
to several other counties like Aransas
and Nueces. To donate funds and
materials, call 361-587-5005 or
email coastalbenddrg@gmail.com.

■ In Calhoun, contact the Calhoun
Long-Term Recovery Group at 361-
434-0682 or email calhounltrg@
gmail.com.

■ In Austwell and Tivoli, call Rusty
Cindy Ministries at 512-297-7596.

GET HELP
Regardless of where you live,
first try dialing 211.
■ In Victoria, contact the Victoria
County Long-Term Recovery Group
at 361-703-5567 to find out how to
apply for assistance. You can also
submit an online form from
the Victoria County LRTG.

■ In Refugio, contact the Refugio
County Volunteer Reception Center
at 361-230-1154 or email
refugiovolunteers@gmail.com.

■ In Calhoun, contact the Calhoun
Long-Term Recovery Group at
361-434-0682 or email
calhounltrg@gmail.com.

Need crisis counseling?
Call the Gulf Bend Center’s 24-hour
hotline at 1-877-723-3422 – but know
that the center only provides mental
health and substance abuse resources;
it doesn’t provide services related to
disaster recovery.
Need legal help?
Call Texas RioGrande Legal Aid. To view
a list of offices near your home, visit
TRLA.org/office.

FIND MORE ONLINE
Our interactive e-edition
provides more content
than ever! Go online to

VictoriaAdvocate.com/hidden
and click on this story to find:

■ Photo galleries from the Victoria
Advocate’s hurricane coverage.

■ Video of Bayside’s mayor and a
resident discussing the battle to
rebuild their home after Harvey.

■ Spanish translations of all
the installments in this series,
courtesy of Revista de Victoria.

■ A digital outlet to share your
story of recovery and join in
the community conversation.

After Hurricane Harvey, the obstacles to rebuilding are often hidden from those who aren’t facing them: “The mentality is, ‘I’m OK, so everybody
else must be OK,’” said Kim Pickens, a case manager helping people recover. This is the fourth installment in the series “Hidden in Plain Sight,”
which explores inequality and how Harvey exposed the gap between the people who could afford to rebuild and everyone else. This project was
produced with the support of the USC Center for Health Journalism’s National Fellowship and Report for America, which deploys emerging
journalists to local newsrooms like the Victoria Advocate. The project also is available in Spanish through a partnership with Revista de Victoria.

While revisiting her wrecked Bayside home, Sabine Wiegand stands in the foyer and looks up through the hole in her roof for a portrait. Town officials said about 50 homes were destroyed in the storm,
driving an unknown number away permanently.

ou like videos?”
asks Robert Blaschke
while sitting behind
a large desk at the
courthouse in Refugio,

a once-booming oil and ranching
county home to 7,300 people.

Blaschke, a former DuPont employee who
has lived in the county for all 65 years of his
life, is the top elected official there, where
Hurricane Harvey damaged or destroyed
at least 58 percent of the housing stock.
While sipping a cup of coffee, he searches
his phone for a YouTube video of a Weather
Channel anchor forecasting Harvey’s path
hours before it slammed Texas.

He presses play. The weatherman pre-
dicts where Harvey will make landfall: “The
only slice of good news in this entire thing is

between Corpus Christi here and between
Port O’Connor and Port Lavaca up in here,
this is a very unpopulated part of the Texas
coast.”

A map flashes on screen. Harvey is bar-
reling toward Refugio County. “If this storm
comes ashore here … that’s the best possi-
ble thing,” the weatherman continues.

Blaschke pauses the video.
“Fantastic!” he says sarcastically. “You got

a national weather station that says, ‘Thank
goodness, it’s going there – there’s nobody
there.’”

To outsiders, that’s what Refugio Coun-
ty might seem like – a sparsely populated
sprawl of cotton fields, pastures for grazing
cattle, marshland and the occasional small
town. But for the people who live there,
the weatherman’s comments couldn’t have
been more out of touch. Besides causing at
least $125 million in damage across Texas,
Harvey destroyed the only homes that many

Refugio residents have ever known. In the
aftermath, they spent sleepless nights and
long, sweaty days helping their neighbors
rebuild.

But recovery in rural areas and small
towns like Tivoli, Bayside and Austwell is
vastly different from cities like Houston,
where public and private funding flooded
the city as quickly as Harvey’s rains did.
Even without the complications of a Cate-
gory 4 hurricane, many of America’s small
towns are slowly vanishing, their popula-
tions bleeding out into cities with more job,
social service and housing options.

Before Harvey slammed these tiny Texas
towns, they already were experiencing ex-
istential crises. Populations, which weren’t
more than a few hundred people to begin
with, dwindled in recent decades. So, too,
did tax revenue.

Will small towns recover from Harvey? It’s a matter of if, not when
STORY BY MARINA STARLEAF RIKER AND PHOTOS BY ANGELA PIAZZA MRIKER@VICAD.COM AND APIAZZA@VICAD.COM

“
Y

LEFT: A gaping hole in the side of
Bayside’s old grocery store building
reveals abandoned antiques and
other items. Residents say many
years ago, it was one of two stores
in town. Now, the nearest grocery
store is about 17 miles away.

SEE HIDDEN, E2
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Then Harvey ripped apart the
few businesses and homes that
did exist. And small towns often
lack the disaster recovery ex-
pertise and political connections
needed to tap into private and
public funding – resources nec-
essary to rebuild.

“They were relatively uncon-
nected to good resources before
Harvey,” explained Shannon Van
Zandt, a professor of urban plan-
ning at Texas A&M University.
“So now they don’t have folks to
call on.”

In recent decades, more and
more Texans have migrated
to urban areas, leaving a lit-
tle more than 15 percent of the
state’s residents in rural re-
gions, according to census esti-
mates. In tiny towns and unde-
veloped swaths of land, people
are more likely to be older and
disabled. And when people own
less, their governments often
collect less taxes.

After Harvey, the question isn’t
when those places will rebuild.

It’s a matter of if.
If the towns ever will regain

the populations and businesses
they lost.

If the children born into those
communities will stay after they
grow up despite the absence of
educational and job opportuni-
ties.

If the towns will recover in
Harvey’s wake.

‘FORGOTTEN’
More than one year after Har-

vey struck, it’s clear that the
weatherman in the YouTube
video wasn’t the only outsider
to overlook Refugio County. The
community rarely made national
headlines. Volunteers were slow
to arrive.

Even today, “forgotten” is a
word often uttered by residents
and county officials when talking
about recovery there.

“I don’t want to be critical of
our leaders, but Gov. Greg Ab-
bott didn’t get here until October
the 9th,” Blaschke continued. In
contrast, Abbott and Vice Pres-
ident Mike Pence toured Rock-
port just six days after Harvey
made landfall there, less than
15 miles across the bay from
Refugio County.

HIDDEN
CONTINUED FROM E1

BY MARINA STARLEAF RIKER
MRIKER@VICAD.COM

Matthew Polk has always
believed education is the path
out of poverty.

He spent about seven years
overseeing a public charter
school in Waco focused on
sending children experiencing
economic hardship to college.
But after a while, it became
clear that no matter what
school officials did during
class time, they couldn’t make
stress from children’s home
lives disappear.

Some kids would come to
class sick, but couldn’t afford
health insurance or medicine.
Others were living without
electricity or water when util-
ities got shut off. Some didn’t
know where they would sleep
at night.

“We were working to educate
kids who were facing a bunch
of challenges outside of the
classroom,” he explained.

Polk spent a lot of time think-
ing about why these families
had trouble succeeding. Waco,
a city of almost 136,000 people
about 200 miles north of Victo-
ria, lacked a coordinated effort
to address systemic obstacles
blocking children’s paths –
complicated issues like finan-
cial instability, health and ac-
cess to education, which are
often inextricably linked.

It turned out Polk wasn’t the
only one thinking about these
challenges. In 2014, commu-
nity leaders in Waco were
working together to develop
a group dedicated to fostering
an educated, healthy and suc-
cessful tax base.

One year later, Prosper Waco
was born.

The nonprofit, started by
community leaders, set mea-
surable goals aimed at improv-
ing families’ financial securi-
ty, health and education. To
accomplish them, business-
es, governments, nonprofits,
schools and health care pro-
fessionals are working togeth-
er and using data to track their
progress.

It’s an effort that some lead-
ers in Victoria, a three-hour
drive to the south, say is need-
ed in a city lacking a coordi-
nated force to address obsta-
cles hurting families’ financial
and physical well-being.

“It’s going to take sustained
leadership across governmen-
tal entities working in collab-
oration with one another to
sustain a conversation,” said
Tami Keeling, who grew up in
Waco but now lives in Victoria
and serves as school board

president. “And much like
Waco, I think we’re uniquely
poised to do that.”

Victoria and Waco share
similar problems. In Victoria,
about 29 percent of children
live in poverty, according to
census estimates. Less than
21 percent of adults have a
bachelor’s degree or higher.

In Waco, a city about twice
the size of Victoria, almost
32 percent of children live
in poverty and less than 25
percent of adults have a
bachelor’s degree or higher.
Meanwhile, Waco’s medi-
an household income hov-
ers around $39,000 – $20,000
less than the state median of
$59,000.

Addressing those massive
disparities seems like a daunt-
ing, if not impossible, task. It’s
clear no one agency can fix
them. So Polk, who was hired
as the Waco nonprofit’s di-
rector, has spent the past few
years planning and manag-
ing how Waco’s residents can
team up to solve complicated
problems.

Prosper Waco is a “collec-
tive impact” initiative, which
means it seeks to harness the
power of all key players – busi-
nesses, residents, nonprofits,
schools, physicians, govern-
ments – to spur social change.
The idea is that by working to-
gether, all of those groups can
accomplish something that
would otherwise be impossi-
ble on their own.

Take health care, for example.

Prosper Waco set a number
of goals to improve residents’
health by 2020, including de-
creasing the percentage of
people using the ER as a
source of primary care by 10
percent; reducing the rate of
teen pregnancies by 10 per-
cent; and boosting the per-
centage of people covered by
health insurance by 1 percent
each year.

Those are impossible tasks if
organizations operate in isola-
tion. But that’s where Prosper
Waco comes in: to serve as the
backbone organization that
convenes key players – like
hospitals, doctors and foun-
dations – to brainstorm ways
to inch closer toward those
goals.

One solution to improve
health so far has been cre-
ating a community health
worker program, which pays
about a dozen people to serve
as a resource for their fellow
neighbors living in less-priv-
ileged areas. The workers
aren’t health professionals
– they’re simply community
members who undergo train-
ing so they can give advice
on healthy living, navigating
health care systems and find-
ing affordable health insur-
ance.

“People tend to listen to
someone they trust rather
than a professional they don’t
know,” Polk said.

But a big question remains:
How do you pay for it all? To
fund the community health

care program, Prosper Waco
sought support from the Epis-
copal Health Foundation,
which works to improve health
and well-being. As for Prosper
Waco, it operates with five to
six staff on roughly $500,000
each year, which comes from
the school district, local
governments, foundations,
businesses and health care
systems.

“We’ve really seen the value
of having a neutral entity to
convene and facilitate conver-
sations around these difficult
issues – they are the kinds
of things that there’s just not
a silver bullet to,” Polk said.
“And we feel there has been a
major change in the mindset
of organizations and individu-
als in how we work together.”

Keeling is familiar with
Prosper Waco’s efforts; her
mother, who lives in Waco, has
been a longtime organizer and
fundraiser for social service
agencies and nonprofits there.

And over the years, Keeling
said she’s seen attempts to
tackle complicated social bar-
riers fail – over and over again
– in both Waco and Victoria.
But with dedication, team-
work and time, groups like
Prosper Waco succeed.

It’s something that, with time
and commitment, could be pos-
sible in Victoria, too, she said.

“You got to be willing to go
through the one step forward
and two steps back, and yet
keep going,” said Keeling.
“Don’t give up.”

COMMUNITY

‘There’s just not a silver bullet’
MORE INFORMATION
Want to learn more about Prosper
Waco? Visit ProsperWaco.org.

How Waco collaborates to improve
families’ education, finances, health

A faded, shredded American flag is wrapped around a tree in front of a waterfront property on Copano Bay Drive from which a family fled after Harvey damaged it. A newly built house towers over the home.

A rotten, moldy hunk of ceiling lies undisturbed where it fell in the Wiegands’ Bayside home. The missing roof exposes
part of the house to the weather.SEE HIDDEN, E3
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But the economy in Refugio 
County already was spiraling 
downward before Harvey. Since 
2000, the county’s labor force 
shrank by about 16 percent, 
according to state data. Pop-
ulations in the towns dropped 
anywhere from 20 to 35 percent 
in recent decades, the effect of a 
steady exodus as oil production 
dwindled. That further compli-
cates the fact that in the past five 
years, the county lost more than  
$400 million in taxable property. 
Local governments barely have 
enough staff for daily operations 
without cuts – let alone extra 
staff to navigating complicated 
grant applications for money to 
rebuild.

“The economies were already 
somewhat fragile in these com-
munities,” Blaschke said. “So 
then Harvey just exacerbates 
that.”

During the year after Harvey, 
the value of taxable property 
in Refugio County dropped by 
$23 million. But the commu-
nity’s leaders aren’t giving up 
yet. Even before the hurricane, 
county officials were searching 
for ways to make places like 
Bayside and Austwell compet-
itive with larger counterparts. 
Those tiny towns, officials hope, 
could become the next bedroom 
communities for the Coastal 
Bend, a region along the Texas 
Gulf Coast that’s expected to 
grow exponentially because of 
rising oil production. Refugio’s 
neighboring county, San Patri-
cio, for example, is expecting 
billions of dollars in economic 
growth, including a $9.3 billion 
ExxonMobil plant and a $1 bil-
lion steel pipe manufacturing 
facility.

“There is a new horizon for 
those communities,” explained 
Ray De Los Santos Jr., who 
runs a planning firm in Corpus 
Christi that was hired to work in 
Refugio. “And even in the midst 
of something as catastrophic as 
Hurricane Harvey, there is op-
portunity for growth.”

At a minimum, local officials 
hope they can hold off popu-
lation decline. At best, those 
trends could be reversed. To 
move in that direction, Refu-
gio’s community development 
foundation commissioned De 
Los Santos’ group to develop 
plans for the county’s small 
towns, created by holding public 
talks and surveying residents. 

In Bayside, for example, De 
Los Santos found that residents’ 
top priorities were installing 
street lights to illuminate pitch-
black roads, upgrading city 
parks and expanding sewer 
service to areas lacking it. City 
officials will be tasked with tak-
ing steps to accomplish those 
goals.

De Los Santos’ team is also pro-
ducing formal retail and hous-
ing surveys to detail what sorts 
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Sabine, left, visits her 77-year-old mother,  
Patricia Wiegand, at her sister’s house in Kenedy. 
The two agree that their lives have improved 
since moving from Bayside, but Sabine misses 
living with her mother in the small town.

We just couldn’t fight anymore – we were tired.

““
SABINE WIEGAND, about selling her family home and moving from Bayside following the destruction of Hurricane Harvey

A house on West Street in Bayside is missing sections of roof and wall. The windows are broken, and vegetation grows over trash inside.

of development communities  
need. For example, the reports 
could show whether towns 
could support developments like 
apartments, restaurants, gro-
cery stores or gas stations. That 
information can then be used to 
attract developers – instead of 
losing their business to larger 
cities that might otherwise ap-
pear more profitable.

“We’re just trying to level the 
playing field a little bit,” he said. 
“We want that report to be a tool to 

recruit those builders, developers 
and investors to fill those gaps.”

LEFT BEHIND
But even with all the talk of 

growth, some residents, espe-
cially working families and those 
with lower incomes, feel they’re 
being left behind. Some go as far 
as saying that their governments 
and wealthier neighbors are trying 
to push them out in an attempt to 
make way for wealthier homeown-

ers and increased property values.
In the town of Refugio, for ex-

ample, Manny Govella was ar-
rested over the summer when 
he slept through court dates 
after he was fined for leaving 
Harvey’s debris outside his 
yard. The 66-year-old said he  
doesn’t drive because of health 
problems, meaning he couldn’t 
haul off the brush. Even if he 
could drive, his Social Security 
income isn’t enough to cover the 
fees at the dump, he said. 

“It’s embarrassing,” Govella said. 
“I know if I was selling drugs or if 
I had shot or beat somebody – but 
getting arrested for having a pile 
of limbs by the side of the road?”

Refugio officials said the town 
was simply trying to get the com-
munity cleaned up, and the ac-
tion was in no way meant to make 
money or penalize homeowners. 
But other nearby officials were 
skeptical.

After being exposed to the sun and rain for more than a year, white paint 
sloughs off the interior walls of the Wiegands’ Bayside home. “It was an old 
farmhouse made from hardwood. I never dreamed it would take that storm ...” 
Patricia Wiegand said, trailing off at the end of the sentence.

About 13 months after the storm, discarded homework, exposed to the elements,  
disintegrates amid the rubble of the Wiegand home.

SEE HIDDEN, E4
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“You want us to send them a fine 
on top of their hardship?” asked 
Mary Canales, who was raised in 
Austwell and now serves as the 
mayor there. “That’s so wrong.”

Austwell is a town of fewer than 
150 people on Hynes Bay, where 
there are no restaurants, gro-
cery stores or gas stations. The 
town runs on about $70,000 per 
year. 

In Harvey’s aftermath, Cana-
les wanted to stop families from 
leaving, so she refused to con-
demn any homes despite some 
of her neighbors’ protests. At 
one point, a neighbor threatened 
to sue the city if it allowed one 
woman to replace her destroyed 
trailer with a single-wide mobile 
home.

“Some even claim that a piece 
of her trailer house ruined their 
roof,” Canales explained. “There 
was stuff blowing everywhere; 
did it have her name on it? I 
think not.”

In the end, the woman brought 
a trailer home into Austwell. But 
people in Bayside, a sleepy fish-
ing and farming town of 325 peo-
ple nestled on the Copano Bay, 
weren’t so lucky. Although town 
officials estimated it lost any-
where from 30 to 50 homes, they 
wouldn’t waive a law banning 
single-wide mobile homes.

Some officials argued that al-
lowing single-wides would cre-
ate financial problems in the 
future because the city wouldn’t 
bring in as much property tax 
revenue. Residents, however, 
said it was an attempt by those 
in power to change communities 
to favor wealthier homeowners 
and tourists rather than work-
ing families who might not be 
able to afford larger double-wide  
mobile homes.

“This is not Dallas, this is not 
Houston,” said Jorge Arzola, 
who was raised in Bayside. “This 
is a rinky-dink town.”

When Harvey wreaked havoc 
on his rental home, his wife and 
children moved to New Mexico, 
away from the brunt of future 
hurricanes. Meanwhile, Arzola 
remains in Bayside because his 
elderly mother still lives there 
– and his job mowing lawns, re-
moving brush and fixing fences 
makes him happy. 

But he understands why oth-
er people left, chuckling at the 
idea that Bayside could become 
a popular tourist town when 
there are places like Rockport, 
Port Aransas and Corpus Christi 
nearby. 

“What are you paying for? Mos-
quitoes?” he questioned.

Sabine Wiegand echoed his  
sentiments. Before Harvey’s 

blow, four generations of her 
family crammed into a yellow, 
two-bedroom farmhouse in Bay-
side, just two blocks from the 
bay. 

But when Harvey struck, Wie-
gand’s elderly mother didn’t 
have home insurance and only 
received $2,600 in disaster as-
sistance from the government. 
Help from nonprofits was also 
hard to come by – the county’s 
disaster recovery group esti-
mates it’s still short $4 million 
needed to help families rebuild.

For Wiegand, it seemed like 
selling the deteriorating home 
was the only option. In the early 
fall, the house was just one of at 
least two dozen offered for sale 
in Bayside. 

“We just couldn’t fight anymore 
– we were tired,” Wiegand said.

Like so many other families 
across the nation, the Wiegands 
had to make a tough choice: 
Stay in Bayside, a paragon of 
small-town America. Or aban-
don her home and make the fi-
nancial and emotional bet that 
moving away would provide 
more opportunities for her fam-
ily – most importantly, for her 
grandchildren.

Losing her old life and home 
to Harvey is bittersweet. Her 
grandchildren, who fell behind 
in their classes when they trans-
ferred between three different 
schools, are now succeeding in 
a new district, one with substan-
tially more funding in a grow-
ing neighborhood near Corpus 
Christi. 

For the first time in her grand-
children’s young lives, they live 
close enough to participate in 
after-school programs like gym-
nastics and soccer.

It’s the first time in recent 
years their grandmother has 
been able to visit a grocery store 
or doctor’s office or run other 

errands without driving at least 
20 minutes. She also found a new 
job at a nursing home, which 
pays substantially more than her 
old job as an in-home caregiver 
for an elderly woman near Refu-
gio.

Still, Wiegand misses the salty 
breeze that carried into that yard 

when she watered her plants in 
the evenings. Most of all, though, 
she misses living with her elder-
ly mother, less than a block away 
from her Baptist church.

But would she ever come back 
to Bayside?

She shook her head and sighed.
“No.”

HIDDEN: Fleeing 
residents mean 
less tax revenue 
to aid those who 
remain in town

CONTINUED FROM E3

Sabine Wiegand locks up her Bayside home and jokes about the futility of protecting the family’s discarded belongings. Patricia Wiegand said she doesn’t think 
the family will ever return to Bayside, which was her home for more than two decades.

Patricia and Sabine Wiegand hid inside a small walk-in bedroom closet while Harvey ravaged their home. Pillows they 
slept on during the hurricane were left behind when the family moved their salvageable belongings out.

Patricia Wiegand looks at the clean, white grout in the kitchen of her new home. She said she keeps herself busy by cleaning the house. Although Patricia said she does not miss her Bayside home, she 
admitted the loss of the house was hard on her. “I expected to live and die there,” she said.
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